
•  NEW DELHI    •  MUMBAI     •  KOLKATA    •  AHMEDABAD   •  ANAND   •  BHILAI    •  BHUBANESWAR      •  CHANDIGARH   •  DEHRADUN   
•  GANDHINAGAR   •  KANPUR   •  PATNA   •  RAIPUR   •  RAJKOT   •  RANCHI   •  SURAT   •  VADODARA

D
AI

LY
 C

U
RR

EN
T 

AF
FA

IR
S

24th NOV  20221

OUR CENTRES

https://chahalacademy.com/

93132-18734, 82877-76460

CHAHAL DAINIK GAZETTE (CDG)
HARGILA AND CHAMPIONS OF THE EARTH 
AWARD

Context: Indian wildlife biologist Dr Purnima Devi Barman was 
recently awarded with Champions of the Earth award in the 
Entrepreneurial vision category, UN’s highest environmental honour 
for her work in conserving the stork or Hargila.

About Hargila
• The greater adjutant 

(Hargila) is a 
member of the stork 
family, Ciconiidae. 

• Once found widely 
across southern 
Asia and mainland 
southeast Asia, the 
greater adjutant is 
now restricted to 
a much smaller 
range with only 
three breeding 
populations;                                                                                       

	two in India, 
with the largest 
colony in Assam; 
and 

	another breeding population in Cambodia. 

•  They disperse widely after the breeding season. 

•  They are known locally as hargila (derived from the 
Assamese words “har” means bone and “gila” means 
swallower, thus “bone-swallower”).

•  They are considered to be unclean birds as they are 
scavengers but sometimes hunted for the use of their meat 
in folk medicine. 

•  IUCN status:

	The greater adjutant is listed as Endangered on the 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

About Champions of the Earth Award
•  The Champions of the Earth is an appreciation for 

innovative ways implemented by the awardees across the 
world to support nature’s extraordinary capacity for 
renewal.

•  The United Nations Environment Programme’s 
Champions of the Earth honours individuals and 
organisations whose actions have a transformative 
impact on the environment. 

•  The annual Champions of the Earth award is the UN’s 
highest environmental honour. 

THE ASSAM-MEGHALAYA BORDER DISPUTE

Context: Both Meghalaya and Assam said they would seek a probe 
from a central agency into the Assam Police firing that killed six 
people along the states’ border.

What is the border dispute?
•  Assam and Meghalaya have a longstanding dispute in 12 

stretches of their 884-km shared border. 

•  The two states had signed a pact in this year resolving the 
dispute in six out of 12 areas. 

•  The Assam-Meghalaya pact was seen as a major 
achievement, as Assam’s border disputes with other 
states in the Northeast have remained unresolved despite 
multiple rounds of talks. 

•  During the British rule, undivided Assam included 
present-day Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya 
and Mizoram. 

•  Meghalaya was carved out in 1972, its boundaries 
demarcated as per the Assam Reorganisation 
(Meghalaya) Act of 1969, but has held a different 
interpretation of the border since.

•  In 2011, the Meghalaya government had identified 
12 areas of difference with Assam, spread over 
approximately 2,700 sq km.

•  Some of these disputes stem from recommendations 
made by a 1951 committee headed by then Assam chief 
minister Gopinath Bordoloi.

	Bordoloi Committee’s recommendation that Blocks 
I and II of Jaintia Hills (Meghalaya) be transferred 
to the Mikir Hill (Karbi Anglong) district of Assam, 
besides some areas from Meghalaya’s Garo Hills to 
Goalpara district of Assam. 

	The 1969 Act is based on these recommendations, 
which Meghalaya rejects, claiming these areas 
originally belong to the Khasi–Jaintia Hills. 

	On the other hand, Assam says Meghalaya does not 
have the requisite documents to prove these areas 
historically belonged to Meghalaya.

•  A final set of recommendations were made jointly: 

	out of 36.79 sq km of disputed area taken up for 
settlement in the first phase, Assam would get full 
control of 18.46 sq km and Meghalaya of 18.33 sq 
km. 
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	In March, an MoU was signed based on these 
recommendations.

MAHARASHTRA-KARNATAKA BORDER DISPUTE

Context: The Maharashtra Karnataka border dispute is in the news 
again after NCP leader raised the issue recently.

The border dispute
•  The border dispute between the two states is decades-old, 

having its origins in the states’ reorganisation in the 
1950s. 

•  Both Maharashtra and Karnataka were formed in 1960. 

•  But since its inception, Maharashtra has claimed that 865 
villages along the border, including Carvar, Nippani and 
Belgavi ( earlier Belgaum), should be merged with it. 

•  Karnataka has asserted rights over 260 Kannada-
speaking villages along the Maharashtra border.

•  The erstwhile Bombay Presidency, a multilingual 
province, included the present-day Karnataka districts of 
Vijayapura, Belagavi, Dharwad, and Uttara Kannada. 

•  In 1948, the Belgaum municipality requested that the 
district, having a predominantly Marathi-speaking 
population, be incorporated into the proposed 
Maharashtra state.

•  However, The States Reorganisation Act of 1956 made 
Belgaum and 10 talukas of Bombay State a part of the then 
Mysore State (which was renamed as Karnataka in 1973).

•  While demarcating borders, the Reorganisation of States 
Commission included talukas with a Kannada-speaking 
population of more than 50 per cent in Mysore. 

•  The Mahajan Commission:

	The Mahajan Commission was set up by the 
Government of India in October 1966 to look into the 
border dispute. 

	In its report submitted in August 1967, the Commission 
recommended that 264 villages should be transferred 
to Maharashtra, and that Belgaum and 247 villages 
should remain with Karnataka.

	Maharashtra rejected the report, calling it biased and 
illogical. 

	Despite demands from Karnataka, the Centre never 
implemented the report.

•  In 2004, the Maharashtra government moved the 
Supreme Court for settlement of the border dispute 
under Article 131(b) of the Constitution. 

•  The case is pending in the apex court.

MAARG PORTAL

Context: The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT), under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, has 
launched a call for startup applications for registration on the 
MAARG portal, the National Mentorship Platform by Startup India. 

About the MAARG portal:
•  MAARG portal - Mentorship, Advisory, Assistance, 

Resilience and Growth, is a one stop platform to facilitate 
mentorship for startups

•  The objectives of the MAARG portal are – 

	To provide sector focused guidance, handholding, and 
support to startups throughout their lifecycle

	To establish a formalized and structured platform 
that facilitates intelligent matchmaking between the 
mentors and their respective mentees

	To facilitate efficient and expert mentorship for 
startups and build an outcome-oriented mechanism 
that allows timely tracking of the mentor-mentee 
engagements

•  The MAARG Portal is being operationalized in three 
phases, 

	Phase I: Mentor Onboarding

	Phase II: Startup Onboarding

	Phase III: MAARG Portal Launch and Mentor 
Matchmaking
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EXERCISE GARUDA SHAKTI

Context: A contingent of Indian Special Forces troops are currently 
engaged in a bilateral joint training Exercise GARUDA SHAKTI with 
Indonesian Special Forces at Sangga Buana Training Area, Karawang, 
Indonesia. 

Key details:
•  Exercise GARUDA SHAKTI is the eighth edition of the 

series of bilateral exercises under this banner.

•  The exercise aims at enhancing understanding, cooperation 
and interoperability between the Special Forces of both 
armies. 

•  The exercise Garuda Shakti includes three operations:

	Counter-terrorism operations

	Close quarter combat, 

	Other areas of special operations

•  The bilateral military exercise between India and Indonesia 
is held since 2012.

GURU TEGH BAHADUR

Context: Recently, the Shaheedi Divas of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the 
ninth guru of the Sikhs was commemorated.

Who was Guru Tegh Bahadur
•  Tegh Bahadur was 

born in Amritsar 
on April 21, 1621 
to Mata Nanki and 
Guru Hargobind, 
the sixth Sikh 
guru, who raised 
an army against 
the Mughals and 
introduced the 
concept of warrior saints.

•  After Guru Ram Das, the fourth Sikh guru, the guruship 
became hereditary.

•  Aurangzeb was the ruling Mughal emperor at the time 
Guru Tegh Bahadur’s guruship. 

•  His sermons, delivered in a mix of Sadukhri and Braj 
languages. 

•  While the guru was on the way back from Dhaka, Raja Ram 
Singh sought his help to broker a truce with the Ahom king. 

•  Gurdwara Dhubri Sahib on the banks of the Brahmaputra 
commemorates this peace accord. 

•  The guru was also honoured at Guwahati’s Kamakhya 
temple.

•  The Guru himself went to Delhi where he revealed his 
identity, and was arrested by the Mughals.

•  Aurangzeb ordered the public execution of the Guru on 
November 11, 1675 after the guru declined to embrace 
Islam.

•  Gurdwara Sis Ganj was built on the site on which they 
were executed.

IRON DOME OF ISRAEL

Context: According to some Israeli military diplomats, the Iron 
Dome air defence system, developed by Israel Aerospace Industries 
and Rafael Advanced Defense Systems, has intercepted over 3,000 
projectiles in the last 10 years.

What is the Iron Dome?
•  It is a short-range, ground-to-air, air defence system 

that includes a radar and Tamir interceptor missiles 
that track and neutralise any rockets or missiles aimed at 
Israeli targets.

•  It is used for countering rockets, artillery & mortars 
(C-RAM) as well as aircraft, helicopters and unmanned 
aerial vehicles.

•  The Iron Dome has three main systems that work together 
to provide a shield over the area where it is deployed. 

  a detection and tracking radar to spot any incoming 
threats, 

	a battle management and weapon control system 
(BMC), and 

	a missile firing unit. 

•  It is capable of being used in all weather conditions, 
including during the day and night.
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What kind of systems does India have?
•  We have got S-400, which also caters to the three threats 

(rockets, missiles and cruise missiles). 

	But they have much longer range. 

	S400 has to cater to shooting down missiles, aircraft in 
some 300 to 400 km range. 

	The S-400 has a much larger air defence bubble to 
knock off threats.

•  India and Israel have significant cooperation in missiles, 
including the Baraak-8. 

•  India has Akash short-range surface-to-air missiles, 
and Russian systems including Pechora. 

•  India is buying two National Advanced Surface to Air 
Missile System-II from the US to protect Delhi.

ARE EL NIÑO-LA NIÑA WEATHER PATTERNS 
CHANGING?

Context: A new study projects that climate change will significantly 
impact El Niño-La Niña weather patterns approximately by 2030. 
This is bound to result in further global climate disruptions.

What is the El Niño phenomenon?
•  El Niño is the warming of sea water in the central-east 

Equatorial Pacific that occurs every few years. 

•  During El Niño, surface temperatures in the equatorial 
Pacific rise, and trade winds — east-west winds that 
blow near the Equator — weaken. 

•  Normally, easterly trade winds blow from the Americas 
towards Asia. 

•  Due to El Niño, they falter and change direction to turn 
into westerlies, bringing warm water from the western 
Pacific towards the Americas. 

•  Disruption of marine species:

	The phenomena of upwelling, where nutrient-rich 
waters rise towards the surface, is reduced under El 
Niño. 

	This in turn reduces phytoplankton. 

	Thus, fish that eat phytoplankton are affected, followed 
by other organisms higher up the food chain. 

	Warm waters also carry tropical species towards 
colder areas, disrupting multiple ecosystems. 

•  Disruption in weather patterns:

	Since the Pacific covers almost one-third of the earth, 
changes in its temperature and subsequent alteration 
of wind patterns disrupt global weather patterns.

	El Niño causes dry, warm winter in Northern U.S. and 
Canada and increases the risk of flooding in the U.S. 
gulf coast and southeastern U.S. 

	It also brings drought to Indonesia and Australia.

What is La Niña?
•  La Niña is the opposite of El Niño. 
•  La Niña sees cooler than average sea surface 

temperature (SST) in the equatorial Pacific region. 
•  Trade winds are stronger than usual, pushing warmer 

water towards Asia. 
•  On the American west coast, upwelling increases, 

bringing nutrient-rich water to the surface.
•  Pacific cold waters close to the Americas push jet streams 

(narrow bands of strong winds in the upper atmosphere) 
northwards. 

	This leads to drier conditions in Southern U.S., and 
heavy rainfall in Canada. 

•  La Niña has also been associated with heavy floods in 
Australia. 

•  Two successive La Niña events in the last two years 
caused intense flooding in Australia, resulting in 
significant damage.


